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or many years dental ldhoratories have
had a few major players in the CAD
mkarkit who have lad the way in moving
the industry wwards a fully digital fusere.

I liken it to the Apple - Android debate, both
are very capahle plaforms but iend to divide
opinion cven amodg cose colleseues! Cnee you
have nailed your colours to the mast there is livde

chance of changing, “better the devil you know”.

Wl neow there is another plaver that has just
entered the market and seermns 1o be making
quite @ stir. 5o, what i blenderddeneal
sterns from a powerful piece of software with
na relation to the dental industry. Twenty-six
years g0, Ton Foosendas] launched a free
andf open sounce 313 creation suite used for
creating animated fibms, visual effocts, ar, 300
prinied modeks, motion graphics, interactive 30
applications and computer pames. Scroll forwand
and a couple of enterprising guys, Michael and
Wolfgang Toiniker spw the potential 1o wse it
for dental applications. In their hands they have
deveboped add on demtal modules into @ usdul
alternative in the CAL market.

Wi'hat can it do? Well, nearty as much as dhe
brig: boys amd is rapidly catching up in the other
arcas. [t all begins with the modd crestor and
growing froam there. We can oreate any type of
denital maosdel from three file formars, 5T1, OF]
andd PLY, in a siraightforward, fast and logical
way. Now don't get me wrong: there is some

learning imalved and the software operates in a
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very different way from what we are wsed ino. To
help you along there ane dlear and casy o follow
videos on each module, it doen’t ke long o
get to prips with the 3d environment. As 2 boms
o can bog your time as you work through the
videos 1o collec: CPLY posnis.

From here other modules can be punchased.
Ar present we have the [CP alignment waol,
a spocial tray desipner, logo module, implan
guide and soft tissue options. Shonly there
will b a splint and virtual articolaior and
there are plans for a crown and bridpe and
denture module. All of these can be used alone
or in conjunction with each other to cover any
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Sovwhy change? What makes this so atracie
is the cost. At present all of the current modules
meentioned will set you back £254.00 and with
no annual subscription or update costs, its too
eood 1o ignore. 1Fyou are staning out on the
diginal jourmey this is an excellent way 10 pet on
board. It is fully cstomizabde, in a market where
CAD tends o take awsy the individualiiy of our
work blenderddental gives you a way of stnding
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apart from the crowd. There are numerous
options o design your models in a creative
way and with the addition of adding your
logo onto models and trays, your laboratory
can stand apart.

Both Michael and Wolfgang are very hands
on and are open o any requests o change or
add Features, your feedback to them is very
important. An example, recently someone
asked abour a bleaching tray function adding
reservoirs to the teeth, this ook themn a couple
of days to write the relevant code and add it o
the model module!

There is plenty of space in the market for
all players, but competition is healthy. The
ones who will benefit from this will be the
technicians, which in the current climate is

surely pood news.
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